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Last February, interior de-
signer Danielle Perkins was
approached by the new

owner of a condominium in the
historical El Cortez Hotel in
downtownSanDiego. The home-
owner had just purchased a one-
bedroom, 624-square-foot condo
and approachedPerkins because
of her expertise with small living
spaces.

“Thecondowasemptyandthe
client contacted me for a consul-
tation right away,” Perkins re-
called.

“Thespacehas large, stunning
original windows that overlook
the city andbay, but theyblended
inwith the yellowwalls anddidn’t
allow their character to truly be
seen. The interior doors and high
ceilings got lost in the space and I
wantedtomakesuretheycameto
theforefrontofthedesign.Theex-

HONORING HOTEL’S HERITAGE
CONDO REDESIGN REFLECTS 1920S STYLE

BY LILLIAN COX The flamboyance of the
Roaring ’20s defines this
chic one-bedroom condo in
the El Cortez Hotel, which
originally opened on
Thanksgiving Day 1927.
The tall bookcases accen-
tuate the high ceilings in
the living area. In the bed-
room (left), a Park Avenue
writing table was placed in
front of an original glass
window for a spectacular
view while working.
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isting dark floors set a great base
to layerthedesignelementsof top
of it.

“We put our heads together
andbegandesigning.”

The homebuyer, who wished
not to be identified, was drawn to
the historical significance of the
buildingaswell as thecommunity
atmosphere of CortezHill and its
closeproximity toBalboaPark.

El Cortez opened on Thanks-
giving Day 1927 with 85 apart-
ment suites and 32 hotel rooms.
For the next 40 years, it was the
destination for bridge tourna-
ments, concerts and soirees. In
1956, it became the world’s first
buildingwithanexteriorglassele-
vator. Eventually, the building fell
into disrepair and, after sitting
empty formore than 20 years, the
J Peter BlockCompanies bought
andrenovateditin1997.Itnowhas
85 condominium units, commer-
cial and office space and theDon
Room,whichservesasavenue for
weddingsandsocial gatherings.

In designing the décor, the
homeowner wanted to be true to
the 1927 heritage of the hotel.
Perkinsbeganbycreatingablack-
and-white foundation accented
bygloriouspopsofcolor tobringa
contemporary feel that is associ-
atedwith the1920sera.

“All the interiordoorsandtrim
aroundthewindowswerepainted
black to contrast the brightwhite
walls, which produced a stunning
outcomethatperfectlyframesthe
city view,” Perkins said. “I used
simple clean lines and a touch of

1920sglam.”
Black-and-whiteartdecowall-

papercreatesanaccentwall inthe
entry, which includes an antique
swan table. Four helix 96-inch
acacia bookcases fromCB2, a di-
visionofCrate&Barrel,werepur-
chased to accommodate a large
book collection and showcase
personal mementos in the living
area.

“Thetallbookcasesprovideda
great solution and created a focal
point for the roomwhile utilizing
vertical space to keep the room
open,” Perkins said. “They bring
the eye upward and allow the
heightof theceilings toshine.”

A green sofa, a chair bursting
with the colors of spring and jew-
el-toned curtains in gold, aqua
and dark fuchsia create a lively
look.Perkinscreatedanillusionof
space by selecting furniture with
legs to keep them off the floor,
thusgivingalight feel totheroom.

“Wealsousedasmallbistro ta-
ble with a thin gold pedestal and
ghost chairs in the dining area for
visual space,” she said. “A glass
topwas placed on the entry table
tomimic this same idea.”

Perkins’ shopping expeditions
yielded one-of-a-kind discoveries
suchasavintagebrass floor lamp
from Rare Bird Consignment
House in San Diego and a swan
entry table from Consignment
Classics. She found a vintage
brasstrayfoldingcoffeetablewith
a natural patina that she said
“brings old charm to the room” at
Loveseat, a vintage shop in

KearnyMesa.
“Lyre back chairs were some-

thing special that my client had
been on the hunt for, but she was
unable to find the perfect ones,”
Perkins said. “While we were in a
vintage store on our purchasing

day,shementionedthis tomeand
within minutes we found two of
them in great condition. It was
meant to be.We purchased them
and left the store ecstatic. Such a
funexperience!”

A Park Avenue writing table
was placed in front of an original
glasswindow inthebedroomfora
spectacular view while working.
Other period-style pieces in the
room include a Carrero three-
drawer mirrored end table and
Safaviehgreenrug.

The design process from con-
ception to finishing touches took
fourmonths.

“Allowingthisspacetocometo
life was a team effort,” Perkins
said. “I was there to coachmy cli-
ent through the process usingmy
design expertise while incorpo-
rating the client’s ideas and pos-
sessions. An interior design proj-
ect can be an overwhelming task,
butmyrolewas toassistmyclient
through the process to achieve
the colorful cozy home that was
envisioned.”

Danielle Perkins tended to each detail for the 1920s style,
including (from left) a lyre-back chair; art deco wallpaper in
the entry; and a gold pedestal bistro table for dining, framed
by colorful curtains for a touch of glam.
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Lillian Cox is an Encinitas-based writer
who has been covering North County for
the Union-Tribune since 2002.


